Community spirit shows up just |
about everywhere at Atwood Acres

By Matt Lynch
Correspondent _
TOWNSEND Tucked
away down Dudley Road; *
Atwood Acreshas beena "

“source of affordable hous-
ing for independent seniors.

over 62-arid-those with
mobility 1mpa1rment for 18
years: . ‘

Be

r~e1ght years and

it building aside
er ret:rement com-
mumtles and centers isite-
“comrihuinity spirit. :
“To Conrad, the closene'ssz
of the 51 current residents

Property manager Man- .

that - what sets the -

impaired, and a dozen stu-'

dio apartments. The rest of
the dwellings are one-bed- -

_ room settings, which is.the:

most popular of the avail-
able.options,: a.ocordmg to.:+
Conrad.. .

_The waiting list to get

into Atwood Acres isn't very. '

long, roughly 30 names;. -

deﬁnes what Atwood: Acres T

rad said. “People

. 'ty
really-care about each: -
other It’s avery tlght-kmt '

gr oup.”

" Built in 1989, the apart-

ment building is managed
by RCAP Solutions Inc., of
Gardner. Its apartments
consist of five rooms, for-

- . but.personal clrcumstances
often dictate who is actual
.ly next in line. Conrad
~ lamented that there was.
one person who has been
waiting since 2003 because _
- nene of the mobility- .

impaired rooms have

* opened up since she put -

her name on the list.

“If you. were to- come. and’
say you wanted a studio, I
could get you in right.now,”.
. she said. “But if you want-
eda one-bedroom, it could
take a year and a half'to -
get to the top of the list, No
one leaves Atwood Acres *

because they want to; they -
leave because- they have o

tO”

- ; w1th several fellow ‘musi-

i alvatxon is on the hori-
zon; however, as RCAP
Solutio recently

announced receipt ofa - ...
HUD. grant that.would. -
allow. the‘ ‘construction of a
36-unit, ib]ly-accesmble ;
compamdn puilding behind
the e:nstmg Atwood Acres..
structure. There will be no

_studio apartments among -
the rooms, Conrad; said, but :
" the new rooms w1]l be

available only to seniors,.

y and expose ‘ :
the: perks Atwood Acres has
to offer. . :

Res1den' aretreatedto |

blood-pressure screenings

once a month, as wellasa

visit from the 'Ibwnsend

Public lerary anda . o
: tchance to borrow some -

readJng ‘materials. Conrad '
said the staff tried to. have

a big community dinner . . i

once & month with all the -

cians to put on a show for
the residents as the enter-
tainment portion of a

- monthly pizza party.

There are mare ﬁ'equent
events too, includiriga: * -
social every. Fnday night, a
coffee hour ever T.hursday
morning; and the'chance o

', for residents: to,workfm ione

of the multiple gardens out-
side, Whenever]they 80
choose. .-

But the real proof of the”

“eommunity spxht that Con-
‘rad speaks about is the .

- way.the resldents give back
. to the.town around them. -
Once the building is com= -
- - pleted, current remdents

~The ‘Atwood. éuﬁes,

i group of many female resi- ;
w - dents; put togetter a calen-

The Cuties also donated

the fireworks. display for.
the anniversary parade. -
_ The exterior. of the bmld -

gs. Former Chlefof‘_"f.?; Cor

same treatment soon as -
well. :
“There’s deﬁmtely
always somethmg gomg
on,” she laughed :



