From Watershed to Well
Affordability is a Goal, not a Buzz Word

By Carol Bortell Hess, Manager of Special

Accesibilidad financiera es un Meta, no una frase hueca.

¢De donde viene
toto sl dinero?

Esta edicion de From Watershed to
Well discute una amplia variedad de
temas relacionados con Accesibilidad
financiera de infraestructura comu-
nitaria e ilustra el tema con ejemplos
de “Pennsylvania”, Puerto Rico y de
otras dreas servidas por el personal de
RCAP

Where does all
the money go?

Finding funds to pay for groceries,

put fuel in the car, and meet expand-
ing health bills is a growing burden

— if not to say painful experience — for
residents in the Northeast. New mil-
lennium housing prices drive mortgage
payments skyward and translate into
higher taxes for many. Community
infrastructure is needed to support
population growth. Or the opposite is
true: industry has left and so, too, the
people who feel they can — while infra-
structure falls into decay or upgrades
are mandated by regulations. Coping
with these sends water and sewer rates
out of sight.

More than just a single face

This issue of From Watershed to
Well not only focuses on our work
toward increasing affordability...it
also introduces you to a side of us
you may not have seen before. We
work with families, neighborhoods
and communities to improve well
being and quality of life.
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Some RCAP Solutwns faces Jfrom behind the scenes. From Ieft to rlght meet: Miguel Cordero Amanda Hunt,
Rhonda Parenteau, Frank Emmick, Judy Concemi, Rebecca Cofbn, Carl Allen and, in front, Krissy Plant and

Emi Azar.

Help from the outside - page 6

Faced with major economic development
challenges, Bethel Township, Pennsylvania,
called on RCAP Solutions for help. Going
from zero to a now $13 million project will
have a signibcant impact on economic devel-
opment in the area. How did they afford this?

Do it yourself- page 8 (English)

page 10 (Espaiiol)

“Comunidad Portillo Miramar is at a remote
location, with difcult access. ‘No one comes
here unless they intend to!”” This mountain-top
Puerto Rican community shows us how to do
what needs to be done using self-help, the af-
fordable alternative.

Returning tax dollars to you - page 14

RCAP Solutions makes good use of YOUR
tax dollars — bringing services to people all
over the northeast and the US Caribbean. We
are committed to expanding low-cost hous-
ing of varying forms. And, of course, there is
our work in community planning especially
regarding water and waste.

Making “Affordability” real through
expanding our scope of work - page 12

While continuing our traditional state and
federally funded programs, RCAP Solutions is
also responding to the changing world around

us by being attentive to needs at the grass
roots level. We are developing new program
initiatives to address real-life, real-time
situations. You will hear more about these as
they evolve. The conversion of mobile home
parks to resident owned communities is just
one of the initiatives.

Connecting the dots - page 3

The bridge between drinking water/waste
management and housing is very short,
although not often traveled. In a recently
issued White Paper called “The Impact of
Water System Viability on Housing Afford-
ability in Rural America”, RCAP Solutions
observed: “It is critical, we propose, to think
of *housing affordability’ in wider terms than
mere purchase price and mortgage payments.
For residents in rural America, local taxes and
surcharges for infrastructure utilization are
inRuential factors in long term home Pnancing
— just as much or sometimes more than interest
on amortgage.” Our White Paper on this topic
is available on line in the publications area

of our website, www.rcapsolutions.org.




